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as also of an all-India common speech which politically-
minded India could easily speak and which Congress-
men from the different provinces could understand at
all-India gatherings of the Congress. Such National
language should enable one to understand and speak
both forms of speech and write in both the scripts.

I am sorry to have to say that many Congress-
men have failed to carry out that resolution. And so
we have, in my opinion, the shameful spectacle of
Congressmen insisting on speaking in English and com-
pelling others to do likewise for their sakes. The spell
that English has cast on us is not yet broken. Being
under it, we are impeding the progress of India
towards her goal. Our love of the masses must be
skin-deep, if we will not take the trouble of spending
over learning Hindustani as many months as the
years we spend over learning English.
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This last is the master key to non-violent Inde-
pendence. Working for economic equality means abo-
lishing the eternal conflict between capital and
labour. It means the levelling down of the few rich
in whose hands is concentrated the bulk of the nation's
wealth on the one hand, and the levelling up of the
semi-starved naked millions on the other. A non-
violent system of government is clearly an impossibility
so long as the wide gulf between the rich and the
hungry millions persists. The contrast between the
palaces of New Delhi and the miserable hovels of the
poor labouring class nearby cannot last one day
in a free India in which the poor will enjoy the same
power as the richest in the land. A violent and bloody
revolution is a certainty one day unless there is a